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This case study considers the vital role of the Copperbelt University (CBU) in Zambia in delivering the
necessary knowledge and skills requirements for the development of Zambia and the neighbouring southern
African region. Of importance is thus to investigate relationships between school and university results at the
CBU. Entrance to the CBU is solely based on performance in the national Grade Twelve School Examination.
The results of this examination are made available only in the form of (categorical) numbered grades from
one (best performers) to nine (poorest performers). However, the boundaries for these categorical bins vary
between school subjects and also from year to year. Zambia is characterized by a young population with
a sharp increase in school leavers seeking access to the CBU. Only the very best school leavers could be
accepted for entering the first year at CBU. However, students were achieving higher scores at school level
which could not translate necessarily into higher academic achievement at university. We investigate student
performance at CBU for the period 2000 to 2013. The study focused on first year performance as well as
on performance over the entire period until graduation. Relationships between school results and first year
performance at CBU are visualized in multiple correspondence analysis biplots. Furthermore, categorical
principal components analysis and categorical canonical variate analysis biplots are used to describe student
performance over the entire study period and to differentiate between different groups of university performers.
The valuable insights gained by these biplot visualizations are discussed.
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